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International application No. 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1-3>S-8.10-14,16>18,20-31 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



4,9,15,19 



, filed witiitiie letter of 01 February 2004 (01.02.2004) 



the claims: 



7,9-13,15,16-21 



pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1,3,4,5,6,8,14 



..filed with the letter of 02 Februaiy 20 04 (02.02.2004) 



the drawings: 



1-24 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with tiie letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Autiionty m the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under tiiis item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . wnicn is. 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

ri the language of tiie translation fiimished for ttie purposes of international prelhninary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, tiie international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

fiirnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement tiiat tiie subsequently fiirnished vmtten sequence listing does not go beyond tiie disclosure m tiie 

international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that tiie information recorded in computer readable form is identical to tiie written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

^ the claims, Nos 2 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig ^ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in tiie Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been fiirnished to the receiving Office in response to ^" 
in this report as "originally filed*' and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70, lo 
and70J7), 

** i4ny replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) Claims 


7-21 




YES 


Claims 


1, 3-6 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


7-21 




YES 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1,3-6 



1, 3-21 



NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and e>q>laiiatioiis 



Document 1: 8-282420 A (Tip Engineering Group Inc.), October 29, 1996, claims Par. Nos. [00691- 
[0070], Figs. 1 1-12 & US 5744776 A 

Claims 1, 3-6 

With respect to the invention described in newly cited document 1 , it is clear that the groove 
provided on the back surface of the skin becomes a V shaped groove when the back surface of the skin 
is bent to a convex shape. 

Therefore, there is no substantial difference between the invention described in document 1 and 
the inventions described in claims 1 and 3-6, and the inventions described in claims 1 and 3-6 do not 
appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step. 

Claims 7-21 

In viewing the written reply submitted February 2, 2004, and the claims of the appUcant at the 
mterview of January 15, 2002, the inventions described in claims 7-21 cannot be said to be clearly 
descnbed in the claims; however, these inventions have as a technical feature use of the process 
described in claims 7 and 13 so that the break-scheduled line on the skin back surface becomes a V- 
shaped groove only when the skin back surfece is bent into a projecting shape, and so that the width of 
the break-scheduled line does not change in the depth direction when the skin back surface is flat 

Further, none of document 1 or the documents cited in the ISR describes such feature, nor would 
It be easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of such feature based on the descriptions of said 
documents in view of the common general technical knowledge at the time of filing this application. 

Therefore, the inventions described in claims 7-21 appear to be novel and to involve an inventive 
step. 

^ 
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